 The United States calls Crimea referendum unconstitutional and its outcome will not be recognized.


Alejandra Gómez F.

Nowadays, the Crimea crisis widely followed by the international press is an ongoing political crisis in which not only Russia, but also The United States is involved. On March 16th Crimeans voted overwhelmingly to secede from Ukraine, However; The United States and Ukraine’s government emphasize that the election was illegal. As a result; depending on Russia and The United States government's point of view, the Crimean referendum could be unconstitutional or constitutional.  

On the one hand; The United States points out that the Crimean referendum violates the Ukrainian constitution and international law. Another issue to take into consideration, Barack Obama (2014) highlights "The international community will continue to stand together to oppose any violations of Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity”. As a result, U.S imposes new sanctions against Russian government such as; travel bans on some of Putin's aides.

On the other hand; a recent survey showed that over 90 percent of Crimea residents vote to leave Ukraine and join Russia in controversial referendum. As Sergei Neverov (2014) pinpoints ” results of the referendum in Crimea clearly showed that residents of Crimea see their future only as part of Russia.”  In my humble opinion, powerful states such as; The United States and Ukraine, do what they want and legality has nothing to do with it. Moreover; the most powerful nation on earth The United States declares war, occupies territory, without regret or consequence. As fas as I am concerned, Crimeans went to the referendum to vote and decide what to do with their country, as a result; Ukraine and The United States should accept and let democracy speak for it.

To sum up, the Crimea crisis is a current political conflict in which Russia and The United States are involved. Crimean residents vote to leave Ukraine and join Russia, nonetheless; Russia and Ukraine emphasize that the referendum was constitutional and legal. 
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